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CHAPTER XI.

Tue Azwy ReoReamizen. oy

A general forward movement—Oar Corps moves, Dec. 27, by way
of Triune—We push the enemy toward Marlreesboro—The
enemy eontests every inch of groand —A running fight for 20
‘miles—Rosecrans builds fires to deceive the enemy—But they
don't deceive —Our right completely crushed —Sixth Indiana
on reserve—Stragglers oor firet knowledge of disaster—We,
too, fall back with the retreating army— We are nearly cap-
tured—We rally and repulse the enemy—We sleep on our
arma in possession of the field—We win victory the last day
of the year--A hard fight New Year's day—Bragg out-gener-
aled—Brogg comes again the 24 of January—Fiftz-eigl:
pieces of artillery sweep him from the fisld—Col, Millet den)s
the death blow—Brage mortified and disconraged—Jannatv
3 finds us masters of the field—Midunight of the 3d, Bragg's
army in full retreat—We bary the dead, Sunday, January 4 —
Reaulta of the battle, ete — The Sigih Indiana and her Tosses—
We move into Murfrmharn—l}_u into camp.

Before we advanee further I will give the
changes made by Geuneral Rosecrans in his reoi-
ganization of the Army of the ( ‘umberland, befor:
he went into the fight ut Murfrecsboro, or so mul,
of it, at least, as is hecessary to properly locate
our regiment and brigade, ete., in the fight.

Major-General A. MeD. McCook was still anr
corps commander, and was designated as the right
wing of the army in this coming battle, Brigu-

dier-General R, W, Johnson commanded the Se.-

ond Division of MeCook's Corps.  This division
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THE ARMY REORGANIZED,

wag composed of three brigades, of which we were
he Third, commanded by Colonel IM. 1. Baldwin,
f our regiment.: Then the Sixth Tndiana Rq}g‘l-*-ﬂ-*"
ment was a part of the Third Brigade, Becond
Division of McCook's Lﬂrpﬁ, which formed the®
right wing of the army. I will simply add, in or-
r-to give the reader a general idea of the whole
rmy under Rosecrans, at this time, that the left
wing of the army was eommanded hy General
Crittenden, while the ceuter was under General
Thomas, who had superseded General Gilbert. :
.. MeCook's Corps consisted of three divisions—
ihe First Division, commanded by General Jeffer-
son . Davis: the second, commanded by General
= R. W. Johnson, while the third was commanded
by General . H. Sheridan.
: The Third Brigaide, ecommanded by Colonel B
P. Bulidwin, eonsisted oft—

Sixth Indiana ﬁl!;gil.'llﬂrll-, commanded by Licu-
tenant-Colanel H. Tripp.

First Ohio Regiment, commanded Ly Major .f.
A. Stattonrd.

Ninety-third Ohio }{egnm nt, cosnanded by
Colone! Charles Anderson. &

Fitth Kentucky Regiment, commanded by Licu-
tenant-Colonel Wi, W. Bl‘l'l'}'.

Fitth Indians Battery, commanded by Captain
L]

P Bunouson.
On the morning of December 26th, Rosecraus
ordered a forward movement of the whole army,
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MeCook was to move his comm
ville pike to Triune.

Duvis took the advaunce of the right wing witl,
the First Division. He moved from camp at i
o’clock, on the Edmonson pike. The Third Di-
vision, under Sheridan, moved on the Nolinsvill,.
pike. followed by Second Division, under Johnson.

The advance under hoth of these columns en-
countered the cavalry pickets of the enemy within
two wiles of the Federal picket line. As we ad-
vanced there was constant skirmishing until the
beads of each of these columus reached Nolinsville.
About one mile south of the town the

and on the Nolip-.

eneiny meade
a determined stand in a defile and npou the hills
through which the pike
ux Knol’s Gy,

artillery, and ope

ran at this place, known
Thex had it well guarded by their
teed five at long rauge on Genery |
Daviz, whao hrongli np two of his batteries and
apened ap on them in g manner that <oon theew
them into confusion. while Colone]

Carlin’s lrl‘ith'
of hizs divizion 1']'|.'|1'_2'I‘l] their

osition. capturing
twa guns and several prisoners. Onp brigradde il
nwat ger wnto this eugasement, bt

followed witl,
Sheridan’s troo

= in sipporting distanes all dav
Ivavis alone b Isreved un overmatel fur the
eliemy without onr assistunee, gd had ddeiven N

-.||HIJ;-_r the line, Lt Liv thiz
time Jolinson and Sheridan

from his ]m.-ii[:iun all
had come up. and might
coming on we hivonucked for the niglt,

General MeCook ordered a forwsrd TR
the next morning, the 27th, toward Triune, bt i
dense fog, 0 thick wz o forbid the distinetion o
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end from fou, prevented an carly advanee, and it
s deemed hazardous Lo press an engagement on
nknown ground. .

This time General Johnzon had been put tnl'w:u.'d
an the lead, and in our attempt to m_lruure early in
¢ the morning we struck the enemy in fgn-lt-. Th:lr
orenoon was nzed up by heavy :ﬂ'l-:lwuu.-shmg Al
playing on the enemy with the artillery. In .tl_n:
“meanwhile MeCook learned that Hardee was n
position in onr immediate front, and ]““i, |u‘|:]] in
Mine of battle since the night before.  The fog '||.fft-d
about noon and Johnson's division was pushed IUI.‘-
ward, followed by that of Sheridan.  As we ap-
ib'ﬁ'ﬂ:u'h(‘[l Trinne we fonnd the enemy ]I:llil. honrned
the bridge aeross Wilson's l:‘n:vk and retived, ]-.-:‘n'—
ing a i-:;tu-r}' af #in pleces, with cavaley =upports,
to hold the erossing. i
The Sixth Indiana, slong with the hj&thuu-u f‘:i onr
brigade, was placed on the skirmish line. W ¢ :,:1||-
vaneed apon the eneiny, who .1mulr iovery hT-.hi
resistance, then withdrew their battery, ﬁr]‘!il“vl
by the cavaley, moving off rapidly toward Eagles-
ville.  We repairved the hridge. urn-.:'.-iml um! went
into camp bevond Wilson's Creek. The resistance
made to McCook's Corps had delayed E]IIL‘ whole
Hine, undd then the bovs will I't'tl.lrl.lllln.-l‘ the i_lu'l.'.-'.-':lH{-
rain on the 26th amwl '_?‘.T_rh. rendering the !n.l-cv.- very
muddy, while the eross-roads were a]mu.-.l. T s
ble. The condition of the roads and 11l|“‘h-!t|}_‘ -
dition of the ariny nede it o matter of necessity 1o

THLeN e -;lil‘u'l.'l_\'.
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The 28th being Sabbath there wuas no general
advance. General MceCook sent forward Genera]
Willich's brigade on a reconnoirsance to ascertai
the direction of Hardee's retreat. treneral Willicl,
advanced seven miles on the Shelbwville road
learned that he had retired to Murfreeshora,

Our corps lay here all day, but the next dax, the
2ol MeCook, leaving our brigade

atud

at Triune to
cover the extreme right, moved forward with tle
remainder of iz command, on g conntey pogul
known ax the = Bole Jack ™ roaed, toward M.
treeshora,  Thin night MeCook went into camjs,
arvanging his corps in line of battle across the
Wilkinzon pike. The nex day, the 3uth, our
bricwde wis opderesd iy from Trinne, and We ook
ol place in line ilong with oor division: Very
eirly on the nrting of this tlay Geneeal MeéConlk
was ordered to move forwand on the Wilkinson
pike. Sheridan rook the fromd, with Davis nexr.
while Jolinsan bronght up the rear. 1 SUppose
FesErye on accoant of anp
hrigade ot Being up ver when they moved, A
Bleridan wdvaneed, the EHTS TR

Jodison wias ELETER 21TH

resistanee  wis
faere aineed pnepe obstinately oppesed, gl when i
gol within two amd a qiarter miles of Muarfrecs
bora it hecame neces=ary to deploy General
on the Tine of Latele,

ey,

v i=
Our division was still 1o 1l
All 1den that Bragg {did not intend 1

give us battle vight here, amld withont giving lack
anotler ineh, il

1'.‘1I:i~=i:t'l|_. and | belieyve tht
every soldiee iy

the army liand mle npe s mind
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n this point. e had alzo made up bis wind liaalut
he task we had undertaken waeg not only n big
e, but a hard and dangu;'nu.s one, and whﬂu_u
sllow 1= baek in the rear, just far encugh m.hf‘ in
¢ way of the steav ballg, he Las plenty of time
o think of all these things. For my part, I
had rather be vight up on the r'rur_n hf“" z0 that
£ T had o be killed it conld be said of T_I'LE' H!:ll. 1
died at the front. and not that T was killed h}. i
strav ball awav back in the rear, and, anyhow, [
ﬂliﬂl'k that one place i= just about as snfe it the
wother. After [haviz took his place ou the ?l'l:b_tlt'l
::.]im' the business amonnted to mare than a :;k“_
mish, as hoth armies got down to lu}nsnw.ﬂs. There
would have been nothing very serious oecur Tl
pot Carlin chargal a battery which he i;u]‘x-:l tis
l;’;apmrr. metrring considerable loss, Hn_t}ns |:
eonnt Daviz division last pear two houlred men,
while Sheridan o=t 'H".'i‘!lt}"ﬁ".'l'. e
shortly hefore sunset the rebel position was
plainds :1i.-u-t_-rui]r|1- tfrom  Davis’ front, awl was=
formed ranning diagonally across the U].Il Muy-
freeshore and Franklin road, Tk the ':lfl'{"l"lh.lltll
MeC ook learned from o eitizen the exact i.m-_:mmt
of Brage's army, which overlapped II;|:~I !“IIL_thI .~=|.-
far that he becane greatly alarmed for its H:lf‘:":’-.
and b immediately sent yord to General Il;_“-'-i."-
crans. He then went to work ar onee tI-.1 1‘|'l1||‘1n.
hi= linea. e alao took the other two 1||'|3_F:|1rlll-4l r-iT
our division, which were comnmandel by W !.”il.'.l.
Cand Kirk, andd placed them on the extreme right.
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theu hald |J'L Davis, dipes tIIJLr thew to firm sl

|u=|1wnd|ul[=u to the niain lmf, 20 48 to protect tl),.
right flank. Our brigade is still on the reserye

b5 = ;
leCook considerad this line strong one, witl,

nlu*n growd in the front for a short distanee. Ag
si o'elock in the evening MeCook received -:Jll
order from Rosecrans to have large and exrend.]
camp-tires ade on the right, extuldmu' far |
vkl thee Fight
and make ||H||

(ITHECTT B3 TP

e
of the line. to deceive the Clehiy,
Psdieve that troa s Were 1u:||

Fires were Lnilt extending nearly
a mile beyoml the richt of MeCook's line. Inthi-
position the rvight wing rested in the cedars th
niglet betore the barrle,
houghs for Tuads, aid officers and men weapping

themzelves in their Wlanke 5

i witlhy i silent stipps |

The rluul.m i 1'|H!||_51' I.I'I.'llill

tz slept in frosty vigli-
sokintg down npron thin,
U Juat befnr{- the battle, mother,

[ am thinking, dear, of thep”

Lt may L o I==I1I||| THONSE O TLY Pt fo e rfiticeis.

the actions and plans o suel 3 General as Hose.
crang, bat if the buildine of these tires on At F
i'H[I‘l'!I_H.' I'i_u']lT W= el a1 1R l.llu_ Tiu I TR 1||-II
ment 3= oat faolt. MeCool L already nooerin,
Rosecrans that his riwht w

ws i danger, that i.:-
|1,£!']!|' vested jearly

Spposite Brage's center. win
tank the |1-.~'[m||~||||"=r'.' af hlkillu‘ TWak |:t; b=
his reserve wind extensling his right =il turrls

Rozecrans' idea of trcing Bragg ta helicve thar |
Was maEsing forecs oy his right,

i
cerfainly wos
LR I'I]IilH't' Talql'--"L Tiy "-lt.l:l\l n liis Bt i1 H L T T
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front, Lt rathier to .-'-[I'E'll_‘_-‘ll“-:" it. Th"” |""Iﬁ””

©of Brage's army alveady in MeCook’s front, was

entirely too hieavy for it, without indocing him to
mwake 1t =tll more so. MeCook himself did not
approve of an efforr on Roscerans” part to induce
Bragg to strengthen or extend his own left. as
From relialde information the Union army was in
no condition o meet any sach emergency. Tt
worthih e only rensonalde from the intvemation
Rozeerans :||r'|';|t|I".' Legtal, toor hiimn £ edelier =1 I'wtl;_l‘Tht-H
o try to eaticenl the weakpess of his rielie,. Weare
apt tooguard again=t honpending danger. TF Roses
erans lad not Tmilt those fires =0 far ont on i
vight, Brogg might have thought thar it wonhl Le
tecessary bor Jii fes eave e of his Eroa]is v er
with .l.h'r-']-C--.I!f'tltj_"l'. atl then it was positively
known to Boseerans that Breckenvidee's division
wis all the reboel Bores loft omn the cast =ide of £l
river,  Tlis foped naler Hi‘l'i'|{k'|=l"hl',';~' conELTTed
HI]'.I'I.' abiont twostitrh= of the wliode el HTILY
then preay. where was the other flivee-titths= bur to
e mias=edd ob the west side of the river, and eon
seqpieitly on the fwmeliate feont of MeCoolo?
And here 3= the great einergeiey which MeCook
suw, ol trield 1o avert by aking rwo brigades of
citr dlivi=ien anld |a!u-'ih_l_r theme o prorect sl
gaard hi= extreme righd. Dot when the heavy
nssed  pelodl colnmms canne awain=t them next
morning, aur thin, slemwler Tine, withone HINY  1e-

serve of all vorr bt <av { For one Tdemde was

1%
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fully u mile in the rear and near Johnson’s liead-
quarters), was erushed and compelled to give way
while our right was continually m’erlap;ed faat;.-l::
than our line could he extended. The first infima-
tion that we of the 8ixth Regiment had of the dis-
aster, was by seeing the flying, demoralized men
roming to the rear,

Gen. Henry M. Cist, author of history of the
Jj‘lll_‘t‘ of the Cumberland, has this to say of Bald-
win's brigade :

- Baldwin i reserve near hieadynarters waa too
far from the front to aid in supporting either of
the uther brigades of Johnson's division. Strae.
glers from Kirk's and Williel's brigades gave the
first information to Baldwin of the dizasters o
the right. Hastily forming hiz troops, he. had
bareely time to post them in line of battle befor,
the enemy. in innnense nasses, appeared ons Lis
tront in short vange, their Jeft extending far le-
youd the extreme vight of his line, Crpening w1
onee o destruetive fire upon their dense .rlli:_"-"-l."'
with hi= infuntry and arvtillery, Baldwin sneceedaod
in checking their advance in his front, bat tlhvi
l.llﬂ continned to sw illg aronnd on lis righs, How
fonr pieces ot =hmonson’s battery, FHI-—'1|-I|| near the
wonnls in the vear of the fips Position, opened with
tervible offeet.  The CICELY cale o in =teh oover-
whelming numbers that after balf an houre <t
ilnl‘rl |'1‘.-].-'~hllh't'. I_"i'l]f]'l"!'ih Wi= 1'u!u1w“r1] Tor P,
not, however, until the enemy had fasiksd s
riarhr, sned weps Ponring inoan enfilading fire,  A-
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it was, he barely made his escape, since, in a mo-
ment longer, his entire command would have been
¢ surrounded and captured. At the edge of the
woods Baldwin endeavored to make another stand,
but hefore he could form his line he was again
foreed back. Retiring slowly, with several halta
in the cedars, Baldwin, with his brigade, reached
“the railroad, where the rvest of the division was
being re-formed.

“The right flank being driven from itz position
by the left of the enemy, Davis® divizion then falt
the full foree of the victovious sweep of the relel
troops, flushed with suceess and aided by the
forees lmmediately in his front. Davis, as soon
as the disaster on his right Lad fully developed, at
once changed front and formed a new line, with
his right brigade upon Post, nearly at right angles
to ite former pozition, and made all necessary dis-
position of Lis troops to receive the attack.  Bald-
win's brigade had hastily taken position and had
alveady felt the foree of the encmy’s concentrated

attack. S0l the :uh'ullriug lines ot the O ITO TR
greatly overlapped the L"N“'L‘tl]t';{.lglll of Baldwin.,
Hardly had the troops been placed o thiz position
Treboore thie CHemy swept down in leavy masses
apon both the flank and front. charging with the
rebel vell. The two divigions of MeCown's and
Cleburne’s  troops, which had driven Johnson,
hurled  thems=elves upon Da'dwin’s sl Post’s
brigades, while the fresh troops of Withers' di-

vision, I:‘UII]|1HHt'i] afl 1|1||':1!|.'|_1_r':|l|.|t-.- aned Lavonns’

]
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brigades, rushed upon those of Davis, woder Car-

lin and Woodratt, und upon that on the rlght off

~Bheridan’s line, nuiler Sill.

The change of position of Post’s briginde gave
o the two remuining brigades of Davis” division
and Sills" brigade of Sheridan’s command  the
length of division front, and on thiz the enemy
]ll:ll‘ié a nnited attack.,  After Baldwin had been
eompelled to retive, Post re pulzed the attack o
hi= ht'?gull:', and Carline Woodmtt and Sil in the
frout drove hack the a=sanlting eolumn of the rels-
els with heavy loss,”

The tight in this battle, so far s MeConlk' s
corps is concerned, was now virtually at an end,
s he was ordered to the rear, where Im re-formel
Liz line on the opepeite <ide of t]n \dhlll'l”k pike.
where it lay in position, while Van Cleve's -divis.
ion, whiel et this time had not been engpeed,
W= ]rI‘HI!I'hT ovier froon the le ft w IIIL' sl ‘i||:lu'x'li
nn T]H'j{illﬂ Jll-! W T o fecvive the last I:'].Hllﬂ"'
e by the rebels on tha dav,  This charee was
landsomely repulzeld, wnd the fighting for the Jdas
wWas aver, atd on the el where death D ru-:l]'l';l
anels o heave harvest on the st v of 1862 th
II'II-II-.- :-|-'t-f ot tHhsir s, W :I.if-IHIL{ fisr wliar this
next day might being forth. The night was clea
aud eold., The arinies maintuinel ;Fu%r relatine
prositions, with sone pieket fiving ocenr Fing during

the night.  Thos enided the frst iy of ane of the
hardest- foughit hattles of rlu war

Ve "\ let el :-n.'r[-lll-_' ill [||1- I:lrl'l.'.- tlis ﬂ,i:-; |1i;_"]1|.

WE BLEEF OXN OUK’AHRMS,

s the whole night was taken up in making the

i -necessary changes to get into [r{n_-ltlull lmd Lo re-

ornr the lines to au:ml with the new order of
hingz.~During the night we refilled our cartridge

Boxes, took parched corn for supper, and slept on

our arms with our clothes on and one eye open,
\-ud:,' to be ‘called inte line for action on a mo-

ment’s notice,

The extent of the disaster on the right was ap-
paulling and seemed at one time about to envelop
the entire army. Az the storm of battle paszsed
down the line it reached Thomas, who, cool, calm
and self-sustained, stood the test of one of the
fiercest contests of the war. It was to him. that
Rosecrans first turned in the hour of disaster, and
in him he trusted most. The commander of the
army, too, was sorely tried.  He had come to win
victory, mt in place of it defeat scemed almost
inevitable,  Hetorming his lines and hravely tight-
ing, he lad horled back Brage's army Lefore it
had wchivved any decisive suecess. Rosecrans
knew that his losaes bad been extremely heavy,
but those of the enemy had been gtill more severe.
He felt that ou a gquestion of endorance hiz army
wonld come out fiest, althongh the dash and onset
of the rebels had at the opening been able to sweep
all before them. In the face of an earnest eftort
on the part of =ome of his®general oflicers to per-
suade him to full back 1o Nashville and there
throw ap works and wait for reinforcements, Rose-
erans determined to await the attuck of the enemy

i £|Es. =
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i the position of hiz lnes Wedneaday afternooy.

He sent for the provision teams, ordered up fresh
eupplies of ammunition, and decided that if Bragy
should not attack before these arrived "that e
himself would then resume offensive operations.
Gieneral Cist gives such a minute deseription o
this battle that T deem it proper and right to quote - *
from him still further. He says:  “ During the F
morning of Jannary 1, 1863, the rebels made re.
peated attempts to advanee on Thomas’ front in
the center, hut were driven back hefore cmerging
from the woods,  Crittengden was ordered to el
Van Cleve's division across the river to deeapy the
position opposite the ford on his left, thrown for-
ward perpendicnlar to it,  The rebel right, pnder
Polk, kept up a brisk skirmish fire on their frout.
Chalmers” brigade was ovidered to avecupy  the
; _ gronnd in front of the ‘Round Forest ! Brage an-

Heipating an attack on his right under Breckin-

«Cook's right. The evident Ll.usigl;. ”,f Ii-l:.:_:::.
uring the day wus si!npl._'.' to feel the ine sru o
army to find out if Rosecrans was natremt!ni_.._l o
fied of thie, he felt that he.u:}u Id Tl.lillldl ‘E |. ﬁel__
osition. He was not inr(-.umhtmu to m.u ; L.. -
the heavy hammering his army had received

“‘:: j:'tﬂ:?u}'light the next day I'Ir:lgg. ;__rairet : ITI::;:
his corps commanders to fu-vtr onr lines | h,| .
tain Rosecrans’ position. Fire was n}n.lu:nn.ti”n
four batteries on the L'eu!,url._ anid a ul(rm:rm.l : ‘ o
in force was made by his I!Iiul'lt.]':‘}', f'uH:m? Lwhh
other on MeCook, but at all points mee mglm.w . -
a heavy arctillery fire, he r..-nm-1_ml:-4.1 that ;::u.” o

etill m-.rllllil.'il the battle field n ’rfm--i. ? 1 :-I-:-ﬂrr

dered Wharton's and l't‘gr:m_l:l Lirigea .v_h I.. e nn;wli_ L
to cros= to the right bank of hthlll.‘t' !{1\n-{,.l.litlliF .
atelv in Breckinridge's frnnll. S :!Ifrflti i h-r,h:t

!I|.1I'II'I.hI'I" of his staff officers digseovered tor th :

- i G g s, sent over the day

= = 3 . 2 an ( I':',"‘ ¢ 2 troops, st

ridge. on the morning of the 1st, during thy tnu.u that 1"‘ ”i dtly erossed unopposed. and T es-
HEIIEFLT orderad twa ]ll'];_'f";uli-_-s of that thivision to e h*'h,‘n.’ L qpme : 1..; «os on and under cover of an
erogs to the east side of the river.  Bot none wus tablished {.hﬂ"hl-}t‘fl Polk®™ line was comnmmunded
made,  Alout 20 clock in the afternoon the enerms Hmmlw;? ilmlm \}t”:.;;g an t”i":l:ll'1l1 necessity either

5 k v i il L . - ]

shiowed sign= of movement by imuassing Litrgse - el ' nhila F volk’s line or to dislodge Vaun Cleve's,
hers of bis troops on onr e s extremin, to withdraw Polk's .

of i open fiehl o mile andd a half from the M-
freeshoro pike.  Here the rebels formed in line
deep, anid migssed thus in-m'il}' 1
advancing for over an

The first alternative was not to be 1'|Jh'|'[zl||||.|:‘]l! lilll:
til the tailare of ayg attempt to ..I.H”J]’ 1.\.:‘1. %
latter. Polk was at onee l'bl‘dt.‘ll'i_"il to ].-uqln ::-““, ’
Breckinridge the remaining brigades :I-HI.I;L,: :
his division =till with l.”lk'. and Bree |]1]|| . -‘__”IH-R
porting to Brage received his arders. 1o atts

sin
enined witlion:

hour,  Gibeon's bivirynde:
ane o laittery weenpied the wouds near Ohvpepn !l
Ureek, while :Yr;:fq-lr's waE placed gs SUPPOTrT o
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was 1o be made with the fonr brigades of Breckin-
ridge’s command, the ::uru,lrj.' protecting his right
amd co-operate with him. The ecrest of ground
near the river, where Van Cleve's division was. in
position, was the point against which the main
attack was to be directed. This taken. Breckin-
ridge was to hring up his artillery and establish it
on high ground, so as to enfilade our lines on the
other side of the river. Polk was to open with a
heavy fire un our left as Breekinridge commenced
hiz advance.  The signal for the attack was to be
one gun from the center, and 4 o'clock was the
hoar sct for the firing of this gun. HBreckinridg.
drew up his division in two lines, the first in a
narrow skiet of wonaila, the other some twe lia-
dred vards in the rear. The artillery was placed
e rear of the second line, amld iy adilition to thar
ot liis brigade, ten Napoleon wuns, T2-ponnder-.
Were =ehl Tooaid in the attack,

Vian Cleve's division was nmiler commnnd of
ool Sl HI'JL”"F with tarider s |||‘ilt_|:'uf]q- fin
suppert. while a leigade of Palmer's diviion wa-
Placed in position on the extreme left to rutect
that dauk.  Penecs battery was posted o the
véear. Lo front of Breckinridge s line was an TRy
space some six Landred and fifry vards i widrls,
with a gentle ascent which it was HECEESAPY Tor
liis Trevwsps to cross bhefope I'wll'h'!ll;_r onl ) lines,  Si-ve
eral hundred vards in the rear of the latter was th,
Fiver, ill"]'-':l*—-i[]_‘;_" thie Bisrapee a~ 1T Howed |a1-_1-|! o

FIFTY-EIGAT GUNS IR 1OSITION, 1585

r left. General Rosecrans had orderad l‘tl'iﬂeu—
i to send Beatty's division aeross the river as
hrotection to the troops on the left and center, as
rom the high ground near the river, the eieny
¥ an ﬁll!ﬂﬂ.&‘lllg fire, could sweep these portions
f onr lines. During the moming of rthe 2d,
yeoley's divigion was ordered from the right .aml
laced in position on the west bank of the river
in the rear of Beatty’s division as I'i_l‘:-'ii"i"t'll."-‘i. lretng.
Tere on the left of Hazen's and Cruft's brigades of
Palmer's division.

As soon as Dreckinreidge’s command entered
he open ground to his front, the artillery .Elljlsﬁtali
on the west bank of the river by order of L. ritten-
den, congisting of all the guns of the left wing, h.h
g{-tl.mr with the batteries hv]nllgi.nlg .tu Ne F|It'}';i
division and Stokes” hattery, making fiftv-eight
Cnns in position, opened o Lheavy, accurate a.tul
: :it'rttl*li:-ti\'te fire.  Large nmnbers of the encmy tell
before they reached Beatty's intantey lines,  Press-
ing forward, witl.c:tlt. ‘.'t'.iIIL’HIH_" tor thirow nr.uf B
gkirmish Doe, Breckinvdge’s  comanand  =w lll.t.
onward, reckless of the artillepy Gre, and Ihlnt 1:-1
the int':.ulll'}', amd  stenck Priees :||n|‘ i'rr'hlvr'_r-
Ii.]‘ig“‘il"#, broke their lines, dreove them !I'tl1II| T.|u'.|r
position onto their support in the rear, which also
gave way, when the L:][i['i' oin Ision I'vll'a'=!tt'li
in broken ranks across “the river, taking refuge
Behind the line of Negley's division, and there re-
forming. : 1
Colonel Jobn F. Miller, commanding the right
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brigade :nf' Negley's division, had ordered |-
troops to lie down under cover of the bluff of th.
river bank, and hold their fire until O0r troo)s
from the other side crossed over and moved ]:rl.
]thul redar, dA:; so0n as'the last of ‘Beatty’s me
td passed throngh Miller's 1
the division t |‘i.-‘-fﬂr|1:lhill!:;|.l i;::*ﬂ:;lh:: Fn'm"mmh.rl
. rise ; e approacl -
mg rebels. Miller's fire was so effectively givey
HE O canse the enemy at once to recoil. " At the
Kume _tnm- our artitlery fire on the left was entilud-
ing his ranks. His division soon wivered, and the,
began fulling buck. This was Uu]mmi Miller-
|'|I.‘III1I.'E‘, ained he ordered his troops to elinrge acros-
the river, and to drive the enemy fo timi? lines u.-l'
entrenchments, which thev did. :
_-Ullnnt the time Miller's command had got 1
the river, he received ordeps from General 1*
not o eross, |

1 e
; . hut s e was driving the enemv
micely he did not ibey, I

: bt ordered the troop-
Torwinsd,

L e ol the eheny s hatteries was prosted
m waornl elose by and was keeping up a brisk
ire on Miller's advance, e ordered his men to
which they did, cupturing
three wans.  Ar the time of the ¢l :

tyv-=ixnth Tenneszee w Ha

charge thi= bhutrery,

arge the Twen-
Pfers s spporting the hattery,
] e Teinent was hroken hy the assanlt and
Arge nm . f . W o £

ge nunther of tly meoeaptured with the colors o
thie coltuand,

Che commands utder Generals Davie and Hazen
wWere at onee ordepesd

Miller,

o derass the river to T,
]llq-l-!.- =17 e | H _u'quni IiH_,'.‘ sl woent It

BRAGH MORTIFIED ANDY DISCOTRAGED. 187

wsition for the night. Bragg was deeply cha-
rined at the failure of Breckinridge's movement,
at s night eloged down he eould do nothing but
‘to prepare to defend himeelf on to-morrow.  This

hedid by re-arranging his troops during the night.

"General Rosecrans ordered Davis to take and hold
he line oceupied by Beatty's division, while Crit-
Etenden’s corps crossed the river, took position and
entrenched themselves,

© During the morning of the 3d Bragg ordered a
- heavy and constant picket firing to he kept up on
hiz front, to determine whether our army still
gonfronted him. At oue point in the wood to the
left of the Murfreeshora pike, the rebel sharp-
shooters had all day annoyed Roussean, who re-
i (uested permizsion to dislodge them and their sup-
ports, covering a ford at that place.  About six
o'elock in the evening two regiments from John
Beatty's brigade of Houssean’s divigion, co-operat-
ing with two regiments of Spear’s hrigade of Neg-
ley’s divizion, under cover of a brisk artillery fire,
adlvanced on the womls and drove the enemy not
, only from their cover, but gLru: from their en-

o the rear.

trencliments a =short distance

At noon Bragg, on consultation with his gen-
erals, decided to retreat, leaving the field o pos-
gession of his oppanent. About ||1illllig']lt of the
21, after Breckinridg®s failure, Cleburne and
Withers had sent a eommunication to Bragg,
ptating that there were but three brigades that
were at all reliahle, pud even some of these were
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more or less demorlized,
fears of great disaster, |

by retreat. Polk told Bragg that «ufter seeiny
the effect of the operations of to-day, wdded 1.,
that produced upon the troops by the hattle of the
Nst. 1 very ereatly fear the consequences of ay.
other engagement at this place on the ensiing
day.  And,” he cuntinuned, “we conld now, per-
haps. get off with some safety, and with son.
credit, it the atfair was well anaged,  Shogld w
fail in the meditated attack, the
tight be

which should be avoidid

C{!!}-ﬁ{"‘llul‘rh'l'.—i
Brage saw very
were already whipped,
and that to risk another engagement would |
vertain destruction to

very disastrons,”
Plaivdy that his generals

his army, =0 ahout miduigh
of the 3 he pot his whole army under full petreat
Lo i position belind Duck River. :

Sunlay, January 4, 1863, was spent by onr hoys
i bueying the dead of horly Arnies,

The retreat of Brugg was ri]eidl
and only a feeble effort was nude to follow hin.
He left, in his hospitals ur Murfreeshara,
sick and wonmled,

anl et plete,

all hix
By this some 2500 Prisome s
feil into vur hands to b vcared for, Thus, after
seven daye” Lattle, the Army of the Cumberlal
re=ted in ."Ihlr'l-f'l'l'.‘-l‘l':I]‘lr, b
of the winter calipaign,

The inal battle for Kentoeky L b
Bragg and lost.

aving achieved the alyject

Q] fnughl .||1'I.
Nushville, iy, wag now Iw}'umi
hi= h”i”"‘- andd for the

great victory of the 31,
W -h'irh L

claineld, Bragg had but little to shew,

They expressed tleir

A . BH
CHEEVLTS OF THE HATTLE, ETC. 1

i the heavy skirmishing, pl;.-i;;r 'il' ,[,I;.:;t1:3:: 1:1... zllu,:li .::
“d:ii‘;%:rg :f.'u::;“é‘:]r:: l'“"l': u.f the 31st was all
i e time his advance was
p qor up to the time :
eﬁéﬁg’hsfrz:r” i!E}tiltEf' and the new Emu nt:u\ [i:n:
ight. From that time to the mrrn]_mtalm.u 0 ,i‘ =
eeshore, every movement resalted in Iun;rﬁm#g
w under Rosecrans, and .tlu_- retreat Iﬂ | ]“E.,E-
mﬂr; the defeat of Br&f:{inrnlﬁ;. ;_rlut;. t‘.:,::.m,,,
i y - army a8 the result o ¢ campaign.
'lIa;tlTiz}l-:':l::::ll Ern;zg admitted l]‘mt. he In::.:l :-_I(FI ltl:l;‘:}
othing but a victory harren of |'1-]:=.||-!T-i ||:.“i|.:;ﬁ:|n-?3:1
i him of 10,125 k'mE‘lf] 1.?-|tn::uw:l:n:“m]_we_r
40 *whom were killed an : o
';t}::t:'dl:l‘htw-11r. of his commanid. 1'1..‘.;i|‘:“‘:;:.‘3
.l'{!'“ll"lrl of December 10, 1862, lhii”?ﬂl""-‘ in : asisa
~total of 31,036, u_-umpm.:.;:lnf 31r,.-?illlfli:_:ut;::lll&d,wl 1“w
v, and 1,662 artillery. g !
:::f::j:ﬂ:lllnrg;m anld Ftu*.asl, 'n'lm “IILII'_: “Er]ﬂ::
“time absent raiding “II‘IHIII'-_."II T}:-nltlnlll_lz.ln .
Ceomnands numbered E\,ILHB.I 1|f|.s {n. h.t,. i
: BI"A‘-‘.’;-'-'.- total leaves -tﬁ,!'\;ll-li;r]|||.-hrul;'|:]lT[ I: |:L_ LIJT!*\
i BE the iv with which DBragg fo ght ark
i: f:: :}'l-:w::-rl’:{‘irvl'. General |‘F-:§E:::lh.-. 1-||le-: Ili,.l.n:}]_-.l}l._
; hattle-field was: Infantry, :1;.5.11 it ilil.lll;]-ll. :;.,-_:.r];m
cavalry, 3,200; total, -l-i-i,%"ll'—‘]ust -'5.__. : e...|'"'m"
Br:tm_f"ﬂ armiy contained.  The los= in _1 ..;“. e
:lrm:: wae: RKilled, 1,5563; wuun_l.nudlt--ulii 4..; Lh :
= the ‘n-hulﬁ captured 2,800 “I“L. T-.:-:H Il: -.].mm
total loss to the Union army of 11088, or

it
e}

AR

5
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one-tourth of our entire army in the fight. Roxe.
crang lost twenty-eight picces of artillery and
< large portion of his wagon train, Bﬁgg.iust only
three pieces of artillery, ' : :
The record shows no officers of the Sixth I,
dinna killed or wounded in the batt]e at Murfrees.
boro, while the killed, wounded and captured iy
the regiment during this battle are a8 follows ;

COMPANY “ 4"

Lreorge AL Benafield, killed December 31, 1862,
Dow Conway, killed December 31, 1862,
William T. Ellis, killed December 31, 1862,
James Stevenson, wounded ind .

died February
3, 1863. ;

COMPANY “p”

Seeley Jayne, killed December El, 1862,
William Jolly, killed December 31, 15862,
Jus, 5, Kitts, wiongnled wnnl :ﬁm-llau'gwl Noven-
e ber 4, 1861,
Jus T Slhewmaker, killod December 31, 1862

; Benjamin F, Stmpson, killed December 341, 1862
COMBARY Yo

Enos Clurk. killed Docenber 31, 1862,

. Jus. W, Dhindaps, wonnded
9, 1863,

i Robert C. Guy, wounded

# 17. 1863,

Ira Roberts, killed Devember 81, 1562,

sl {]iﬂrlmrgwl e

sl dizeharged April

R L TR T

j.hu’i:l B. Simonton, wounded and died January;
iy
Bamnel 8. Stull, killed December 31, 1862,

COMPANY “p.”

William Conway, captured and died in prison,

February 23, 1863. :

~Jonathan Eades, wonnded and dizcharged Octo-

BT 27: :13'53.

Casper W, Land, wounded and dischavged July

» 1863, .

William Wallace, wounded and discharged Sep-

ember 22, 1864 L
John W. Long, wounded and discharged Fel-

nary 1, 1865,

COMPARY “E.

Lost none killed, wounded or capturel,

COMPANY “F.

Elijah C. Bailev, wounded ayel diwdl January 14,
1863, iy

COMPAXY %7

: Alexander Bradford, wounded aud died Felirn-
. ary 16, 1863, ¥

James Keay, killed Decemnber 31, 1862,
Gideon Powell, wonnded and transterred to G8th
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COMPAXY ** W,

Kobert Chilli Cr 0 § 1
2;1“’3;; Chillis, wounded and dis harged Apri

James H. Earl, killed Decembier 31, 1862,

James F. Fish, wounded and tranaforred, V. 1
.. November 29, 1863,

Johin W, Sharp, killed December 31, 1889

Adolph Corton, wounded tlisehareed M
19, 183, S

COMPANY “1,”

Losat none killed, wounded or captu e,

COMPANY T

Jobin Hr'w-u-. wotinded ligghtly.
Jawmes IR Cus tnesr, wonnded severely.,

Jolin W, Hvatr, killed December A1, 1862,
John ¥, f|||||l| killed Decenilier 31, 1862
Lemon W, Juckson. wortlesd awnd il I'l.'ill'ilil

13, 183,
I':-"l"-'l-'ill'll :'Iuln""n-.-';_ killed !h-l.-l'r||i:u-|' a1, 1%G2,

Here w e have a biwe tov thie |'r;f'r]11|-r|! of sixte
killed, seventoen wonnded, and one ca el
making a total luss of thirty-four men—and o 1
ther examination will show that all this w
on Deceniber 3121, and in tle

or twenty minntes, The

= il
s short time of fifh

=ixth hovs will renne
ber that our b i was on ity hack at Gieners

L

BRAVE AND DARING BALDWIN AND TRIPP. 193

R. W. Jolinzon’s headguarters, which was nearly
a mile and a half in the vear of the balance of our
division.

They will alzo remember that stragglers coming
¢ pelf weell to the rear was the first intimation we
had of the terrible dizaster to our right, It was
v the most rapid and quick work, as well ag the
aplendid wilitary ability of oar brave and daring
Baldwin wwd Tripp. that we got in line and wis
ready to meet the victorions foe, who were sweep-
ing on through the cedar wood, apparently with-
ont any  opposition, after our vetreating and
ghattered ranks. How we rained the leaden hail
into their dense columns as they u]q-l'nm'ht'f]
which made them waver, sud finally checked them,
= awd would have sent them to the rear again but
= for the fact that they overlapped our right, which
was entirely onprotected, and with many times
our wnber.  Aud, heavens! how we got to the
reatr when we started, and it was well that we
etarted when we did, az o ten minutes” longer stay
would have given many of us a_trip down South
for the winter, and, perhaps, for all time to come,
A8 We Iy have et the fate of [rrr William
Conway, who was captured. and died o prison
the following February.

The =olilicrly bearing, and cool, deliberate con-
duct of Colonel P, P, Baldwin, in handling his
brigade on thiz oceasion hould have won for him
the title of - General,” as he certainly deserved
& promotion, wnd no more 20 than our own dear
13
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Colonel H. Tripp, whose bravery and courage .,

that day stamped him as a hero and conymaniley

well worthy the place he occupied, and capable
a much higher position. In fact, hoth officers an.
wen of the old Rixth acquitted themselves nobly
i this engugement.  But, strange as it may seen,
=ome langhable things happen on these yuite
serions oecasions, and some of the boys to this day
laugh heartily over a little affair that took plice
when we wer fulling back that day. The Captain
of Company —, of our regiment, eomplained o
heing quite lame from rheumatism, so much <.
that he conld scareely et along even with the g-

SI=t e of |1|I'f_ﬂ- cane whiely he lad carried all
duy.  In the serumble for life op death when w.

started for the rear, it war, for a few minntes
Covery fellow for himself” and our rhaunati-
Captain had been lost sight of for the time ey,
But just as we were cetting ont of the woods, il
il steuck the edge of 4 large field directly in oo
tromt, one of lis hoxy= was heard to call ont - “Ms

God ! ook vomder ar Captain —. FOINE aerns-
the field, he i just touching the high places.”

It 12 not entirely the object of such a work -
thi= to give the whole movement of the entire
army. nor a tull and eomplete description of o
battle of such gigantic proportions as the one
ftslt_:_"hT hesre ot Hnl‘ﬁ't-!-shul'u. Btill, I think I lave
been sofficiently minute to give the veader a taler-
ably idea of the battle, as well as the part taken
in it by our regiment, Nearly all the fighting

w\_\m?ﬂ INTO MURFREESBORO. 195

after the iirn_f day, that is nftm: Ihtcgmhf:r 31,.
"done by Crittenden’s Corps, which was ha_rdly
sidered in the fight at all ou the H‘:lnt. This f‘rf
rae kept our division oun the reserve, and, in
, out of any other hot engagemente for the bal-
e of the fight.

h:t'c:kalr_f. as well ug some other=mall l[}f‘-t-th"-h;
ents, had preceded him, but ou the 5th {ﬂ-u_ﬂa
Fhomas, with his whole command, marched into
urfrm;;nhnm and went into mml.' on ﬂ!!: Man- i
vester and Shelbyville Road. Thiz was followed
¢ other commands until the whole army w?ut
snugly into winter quarters on the exact premllata
where Bragg had carefully stowed away his “.mr.
r the winter only a short time h:ltlnrt-.. (.HIII
-'rigadu fonml guarters near Stone Hiver, .]u:-utla.
itile southwest of Murfreeshoro and between the
t win and river; and now that we nre snngly
eked away in winter guarters, we cun thln]»_: back
over the very eventful week just past, and .”H]EH]
at s difficult to determine “"}.lii.'h o wlmire ﬂlw
VIIIIUI‘E. the heavy, quiek, 'h;hd”] onset ﬂ'F tin
rebels, as with ranks well “closed up, “.tl]'llrlﬂ
naie, and almost uoiseleasly, they lllu':‘t-:l n Hu"
Tay light of the early December morning, ”m-”:
!(‘+:'{?l|:ll'ﬁi_ across the ppen fields, hurling t|l:"flll_|
eight of their advancing columns upon our right
with all the dash of Southern troops, sweeping on

hat appeared to them an easy final vietory; or,
der in the afternoon, when our troops, that had

P
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been driven from the field &
were re-formed under the eve

General, met and threw back fi

rom the point of 1
} ; " (L
ayouet, and from the. cannon mouth; the eliupe,

after charge of the same vietorious troops of tly.
l‘jl'l'hl._‘t" portion of the day.  One was like the o -.
slstless sweep of the whirlwind in d
course of destraction, the other tl
resistance of the rocky coast, which the waves only
rush upon to be daslied to Pieces.  Ineach of thes,
the two armies displayed their distinetive features
to the best, but the eool, deliberate, staying quali-

ties of the Union Genepals were never shown up
to a better advantayr

e than in the , G
ivss e hattle of St

ite onwspd
e grand, sturly

arly in the morniy,..
of the commaniiy, i

CHAT'TER XII

Is MurFREEsRORO AND RHisTing Up.

f rations—Potatoes 3 luxury—Repairing the railroad—The
. 2ecidental shooting of Lieut. Holecomb—Bragg takes position
at Bhelbyville and Tullahoma—Uur army reorganized—Plans
for the Tullahoma campaign--The (orward movement ordered
—The Bizth Indiana broke camp June 24—The boys anxions
“to go—Our beantiful tented city goes down—We march for
Liberty Gap—0Oar position and the part we took—The heroic
deeds of the Bixth Indiana—What it takes to make a good
soldier—The darkest cloud has a silver lining—Lord save, or
we perish—The light beging to dawn—Our army closing in
aropnd Tullahoma —The pressure too great for Bragg—Again
he retreata—Tired and weary we go. into camp in Tullahoma
—A ghort but brilliant campaign—Western Tennessee cleared
of armed rebels—Hood went up to see Thomas—FBut he left
before dinner,

During the first six mouths of 1864 the military
operations of the Army of the Comberland were
‘of a winor character. The exhaustion attending
the severe fighting of the last week of the previous
year Kept that army in camp for some time, to re-
_gtore the losses of arms and material, to reclothe
the army, to recrait the strength of the troops, to
Aforward the needed supplics. and to build the
Checessary works to fortify Morfreeshorn A% A new

; base,
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The repair of the most, complete wreeking th.

~Louisville Road ever suffered demanded Roseeran.
attention the first thing after the battle of Sto..

River. When the army left Nashville on the al-
vance to meet Bragye the supplies in that city w e
very limited. With the disabling of the roud it
was impossible ar that time to forward sufficicnt
supplies to meet the wants of the commanid, ald
for the first tew weeks while the army remained
Murtreeshoro the troops were on half rations, il
many of the articles constituting the .« patioy, =
entively dispensed with, leaving but three or four
on the list. The .-'urrmtmling. country for miles
was scoured for forage and .[-mvisinns. Every.
thing of that kind was gathered in by ridine
parties, not leaving <ufficient for the aetual Hecessi-
ties of the inlabitants. To such an extent il
thi= go that to the officers with e is to |=||;'1'||;|-r-
such provisions as were to b had potatoes il
onivns became luxuries. But the railroad wis
soon repaired and rhe supplies necessary for 1l
comfort of the army were irsued, to the grear
delight and satisfu tion of the boys, and for nealy
six months it was “go on picket” to-day, and
“dreill™ to-moreow, with inspection of arni< o
Sunday for vhanige, Many things oceurred in

the old Sixth during these six monthe that will b

remembered by the boys as long as they rememlur

anything. One wis the presentation of a swil
to Colonel Baldwin Ly the officers

of the regiment.
Another was the aeciden

tal shooting of Lientenant

1
a2
5

"L ACCIDENTAL SHOOTING OF LIEUT. HOLCOME. 199

: ' rome . Holeomb, of Company G, ou the morn-
of the 12th of May, by a squad 6f men who
d just come off of picket duty and was ﬂl:dt'-l'l*-il
go to a certain spot near the river uuftl fire off
r guns in a brushy thicket, jost at a time whfm
jentenant Holcomb was passing on the opposite
He received the full force of a ball in a vital
it of the body and lived only a few Tours,
:-‘! jentenant Holcomb was buried with the honors
fwar in the military vemetery near Murfreesboro,
: ~On Bragg's retreating from Murfreesboro he
stook position with a portion of his army and es-
% tablished his headguarters at Shelbyville, ]]E‘thiill
= ordered part of his command to move to "llﬂ]a-
Toma and there entrench, throwing up extensive
earthworks and fortifications.  Later lie placed his
“troops in winter guarters. ;
* Bome important events took place during the
Airst six wonths of 1863 that had a bearing on the
B fortunes of the Army of the Cumberland. On
January 9. in recognition of the =services of that
Carmy, ’I:_\‘ Gieneral Onder No. 9 of War Department,
haut command was n-ur,u_runi'%‘l‘d and the center,
¥ight und left were constituted the urIny corps
designated as the Fourteenth, Twentieth and
& Twenty-first Corps, under the same old command-
Brs, while to General Jlosecrans was committed
the cure and control of the entire army as com-
mander-in-chief.
.. During the early part of June General .{l:t‘-l"-
erans commenced placing his troops in pogition
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preparatory to a general advance, Jle organized
A reserve’ corps from; the “various, smaller cam.
mands ordered up from the rear and l;t; d i
under the command of General K. 8 ?Gr: I-t
and about the 234 of June Rnae;:rﬁﬁ.ﬁ" 'ht:':rg'm*
made :}il Decessary arrangements for his (,'::lmm mgI
wecording to his plans, and Jedrnin g of the fa:'if"f'

ahle prospects at Vieksburg and of the movem :It:
of the foree under Burnside into East Tenne -

to take and hold Knoxville, issued the néceai?f:;
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THE ADVANCE 0N TULLAHOMA.

{n June, 1863, General Br‘ngg's HITY Wais Oeell-
PVinga strong position north of Duck River His
mtantry front extended from Shelbyyille t.u‘ ’Warl
T[:i{{"i': and his cavalry rested at M:r.'h{iurn.'ilh- ﬂl;
!”:.: right, and Spring Hill and Columbia on his
|1_-il.‘ General Paolk's COTpE was at E'ZheIln.'!.'i]h:
having a redun line covermd with Ellliil,t.i.‘-' in .fl'tiilt1
A: rif-hwluuern from it was thrown forward t
(_-;Il{l.'- H:Iiil. General Haprdee's corps held  How
ver=. Liberty and Bellbuekle Gaps,  Chatt -
niaga was the base, and Tullahoma w g
:Ie]nrlt af .-:il}rtnh'k--.&.

i

as the ehief
reneral Roseerans determined to concentrate
the vorps of Generals Thomas, MeCook and Crit-
tenden on the eneny's right, covering this move-
ment by @ feint upon his left, with General Gran-
gers eorps and the wmain portion of his =-a1'a;t'3'
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he execution of this plan was commenced on the

The enemy's position was well chosen for either
Jefense or retreat. He had in his front a range of
hills, rough and rocky, through whose depressions,
ealled gaps. the main roads to the south passed.
These gaps were held by strong detachments,
with heavy columns within sapporting distance.

‘Euch was the strength of the position at Shelby-

viile that General Rosecrang anticipated stubborn
resistance should he attack it, and in the event of
siecess in assaults, the enemy eould cover his re-
‘treat, having a route to his rear easily defended.
He therefore proposed to turn General Bragg's
right, and, avoiding his entrenchments at Shelby-
viile altogethier, provoke a battle on ground of his
own selection, or foree him to retreat on a dizail-
vantageots= lne.

This pnrpise involved the necessity of forcing
the advanced forces from the gaps from the left to
the right of the main position. The movement of
troop= to Triune had been made to create the he-
liet that a direet attack #gould be made apon
Shelbyville, and now, in the actual advance of his
army. Roseerans endeavored to keep up this tm-
pression.  For thiz object, General Mitehell. con-
manding the first eayvalry division, moved forward
from Trinne, and drove back the enemy’s eavalry
apon his infantey line. General Roseerans also
demonztrated with his cavaley from his left. and
semt an infantry force to Woodbury, that the

‘of June by the advanee of Granger's corps. .



